38. Skanda Redeemed of his sin

la order to be freed from the sin of having killed Taraka
sura a brahmin, Skanda was advised by his father Lord Siva,
thus :

"Uttering the words 'Narayana9 once even, human
beings acquire the merit of a bath in River Ganga and other
Tesrthas, several times. I will tell you another powerful remedy,
my dear son,^ added Lord Siva.

"Near the River Suvarna Mukhi, near Venkatachala
there are many teerthas. Of these, Chakra, Swami, Matsya,
Pandava, Naga, Bilwa, Jabali, Akasaganga, Papanasa Tumbu,
Vamana, and Kumaradhara are the important ones. One who
sings always the praise of these teerthas on Venkatachala gets
relieved of all his previous sins.

On the banks of Swami Teertha resides Lord Srmivasa
always for the welfare of the world. One who remembers him
ever, earns his pleafure. Go to Kumara tcertha, salule it,
have a holy dip in it three times a day. Controlling your senses,
recite the mantra : "OM SRI VENKATESAYANAMAHA^ and
do Tapas^ added Siva. Skanda followed the instructions of his
father. He bathed in the holy waters of Chakra Teertha and
went to Swam] Pushkarmi.

At a diAancc of about three kroses and a half was
waiting for hini Brahmahatya, sin. Skanda paid adorations to
Lord Venkateswara, after going round the shrine and sang thus

the praise of the Lord :